Tens of thousands line central-city streets
to enjoy the spectacle and catch a glimpse
of Father Christmas at lively celebration

Sugan Strongman The parade began at the comer of

et Doat ballder Peter Tay-
lor was leen [of a beer after
he pul the last decorabed
platiorm back info Sorage
after the 82nd Santa Parade in Auck-
land yesterday.

It was Mr Taylor's 40th year look-
ing after sbout 28 of the 35 Moats that
proceeded throwgh the central oty n
the Famers Santa Parade.

He got up af Sam, and
was done by  about

Cook 5t and Mayoral Drive al 1pm,
and headed down Cuesn 5t befose
winding up Albert 51 o finish on
Waellesley St
Crowds of young and old lined the
streets and cheers burst out as the
floats went by
Police on festve bikes wearing
green reindeer anthers looped thedr
way through ithe crowds, followed
closely by red and gold fadries
on rofer skales
A floating Santa Eimo
imparted from Canada

430rmom.

s quuite 3 physic and a gani Cookie
ally hard job, Lhe Monster furmed
floats come oul of the nzherald.co.nz Cueen 5t into Sesame
warchowses for their Wisil nrhunuw VA HD for & St 1o the exciferment
little day in the sun, full biog of the Santa of the bttle ones
they get dusted dowrn, Parade including Lucy Gardiner, 24,
and then they go back sald she'd broughl ber

Iyearold son Tedd o

30000 and 150,000 pecple
carne along (o st Father Christmas,
he sald
With this year's event starting an
hour earlier. orpanisers had some
comcemmns about the humout - thowgh
thery wiene pleased wilh U mamiber
of attendess, Mr Taylor sadd
"There was 4 greal rush of people
arriving towards the end”

went 0 5anta as he roled on o
Mayoral Drive on his sleigh, fanked
by Litthe kdwi birds dolphins and a
pohutulcawa e

Later, Father Ohristmas fans
headed to the party at Actea Sguare
wivere Lhey were entertained by sing-

ing dancing and camival rides
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